
 
 
 
 
snow ride 
 
SSA, hand-held percussion* 
 
music by Sheena Phillips 
 
written for the ‘Snow Queens’ call for works by Juice Vocal Ensemble, 2016 
 
inspired by the descriptions of moonlit snowy fields and a Christmas Eve sleigh 
ride in Tolstoy's War and Peace Book 7, chapters 10 and 11 – with homage to 
Lithuanian sutartinės style singing and Gaelic mouth music! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* one set of jingle bells / sleigh bells, two sets of finger cymbals, and hand-clapping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
duration c. 4:45 
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Notes 
 
Percussion: 
If possible, use finger cymbals that sound slightly different from each other. 
For the jingles, a smaller instrument that’s easy to play softly is better than 
orchestral sized jingles. 
 
Hands need to be free for the clapping at bar 109 so you will need some way of 
putting percussion instruments down temporarily.  Rather than use a table or the 
floor, finger cymbals could be pocketed or put in a small bag tied to the waist 
(for example).  Jingles could also be attached to the waist or hips with a ribbon 
and allowed to hang freely during the clapping interlude.  They would continue 
to make small noises but I quite like that idea. 
 
Notation: 
Tremolo in the jingles part is unmeasured. 
 
Pronunciation: 
i ~ as in quiche (IPA: i:) 
o ~ as in bone (IPA: o)   
u ~ as in lute (IPA: u:) 
 
ah ~ as in standard English (IPA: ɑ:) 
ee! ~ essentially the same as ‘i' above (but exclamatory) 
hey ~ as in standard English (IPA: hei) 
 
sh ~ as in shut (IPA: ʃ) 
ch ~ as in cheese (IPA: tʃ) 
zh ~ like the s in vision (IPA: ʒ) 
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