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Music for a While

Music for a while shall all your cares beguile."

John Dryden (1631 — 1700)

haba na haba hujaza kibaba

Swahili proverb*

singer by singer we bring in our voices

little by little we build something bigger
cast off your cares and join in the chorus
drumming and dancing we sing out together

voices in time make music

free translations of the proverb and other lines by the composer

Silver key of the fountain of tears,

Where the Spirit drinks till the brain is wild,
Softest grave of a thousand fears,

Where their mother, Care, like a drowsy child,
Is laid asleep in flowers . . .

Percy Bysse Shelley (1792 — 1822)

" the name (and first line) of a song in John Dryden and Nathaniel Lee’s play Oedipus, for which
Henry Purcell (1659 — 1695) composed the music. I quote Purcell’s phrase, but give it a major
tonality rather than the original minor.

*roughly “little by little, small things turn into something big”



for the 25th anniversary of VOICES, Princeton, New Jersey, Music Director Lyn Ransom

Music For A While

a celebration of singing

lyrics: Dryden, Shelley, trad. Swahili, and the composer

music by Sheena Phillips
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and proceed to J.

Optional audience participation segment: sing Bass line on its own until "low voices" in the audience have picked it
up and are singing along; add Tenors with "medium voices" in the audience and repeat until it is established; add Alto
line with "higher voices". Once all three parts are working, add Soprano line (choir sopranos, no audience), repeat ad
lib, and proceed to J. It doesn't matter if some audience members continue singing at J.

To perform without the audience: repeat 4 times, adding one line at a time (in order B, T, A, S). Repeat further ad lib
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