Mist-covered mountains
(Chi mi na morbheanna)

based on the original Gaelic song by John Cameron

tune traditional arr. Sheena Phillips
SATB, soprano recorder, optional piano

English lyrics by Sheena Phillips

A new choral arrangement of the gorgeous 19" century Gaelic song of homesickness and
homecoming Chi mi na morbheanna (| see the big mountains), made famous by The Rankin
Family and others. Well within the capacity of a community choir.

The chorus is sung in Gaelic throughout. The tune passes among different voice parts,
accompanied in various ways, and sometimes sung in unison. The piano (if used) gives
solidity and depth — like the mountains themselves.

If performing the song a cappella, start at bar 7, end at bar 86, and leave out the third beat of
bars 38, 54, 70 and 78.
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Mist-covered Mountains
(Chi mi na morbheanna)

Refrain Pronunciation

O, chi, chi mi na morbheanna; 0, Xi, Xi mi na mrvenna (x ~ like ‘ch’ in Bach)
O, chi, chi mi na corrbheanna; 0, Xi, Xi mi na korvenna

O, chi, chi mi na coireachan, 0, Xi, Xi mi na koraxan

Chi mi na sgoran fo cheo. xi mi na sgaran fo xiau (like ‘miaow’)
Verses

Here is the beautiful land | was born in,

The land and the language | love and was raised in,

The place where I'm sure of some warmth and a welcome
More precious than mountains of gold.

There is the woodland and there are the hedges,
And there are the fields and the flowering meadows,
And there are the deer on the slopes of the corries,
Half hidden in mantles of mist.

So hail to the hills of greeny blue grasses,

And hail to the heights of the hummocky mountains,
And hail to the forests and all that’'s around them,
I'd stay here forever with joy.

English lyrics (verses) by Sheena Phillips
Gaelic lyrics (refrain) by John Cameron, 1856

Based on the translation at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%AC_mi_na m%C3%B2rbheanna

Listen on youtube for the pronunciation of the first chorus:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9wH-NIKJTg

Translation of the chorus (from wikipedia):
O, | see, | see the big mountains;

O, | see, | see the big mountains;

O, | see, | do see the corries,

| see the mist-covered peaks.

© copyright Sheena Phillips 2019
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John Cameron (1853 - 1931)
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