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The Great Nativity

This night is the long night,

Hu rivi ho hu

It will snow and it will drift, Pronunciation: the Gaelic phrase
Hu vi vi ho hu Hu ri vi ho hu (roughly equivalent
White snow there will be, to 'Tra la la' in an English song) is
Hu vi vi ho hu pronounced 'hoo ri vi hoh hoo'
White moon there will be, (IPA hu: ri vi ho hu:)

Hu rivi ho hu

This night is the eve of the Great Nativity,

Hu rivi ho hu

This night is born Mary's Son.

Hu rivi ho hu

This night is born Jesus, Son of the King of glory,
Hu rivi ho hu

This night is born to us the root of our joy,

Hu rivi ho hu

This night gleamed the sun of the mountains high,
Hu rivi ho hu

This night gleamed sea and shore together,

Hu rivi ho hu

This night was born Christ the King of greatness.
Hu rivi ho hu

Ere it was heard that the Glory was come,

Hu rivi ho hu

Heard was the wave upon the strand.

Hu rivi ho hu

Ere it was heard that His foot was on earth,

Hu rivi ho hu

Heard was the song of the angels glorious.

Hu rivi ho hu

This night is the long night.

Glowed to Him wood and tree,

Glowed to Him mount and sea,

Glowed to Him land and plain,

When that His foot was come to earth.

Alexander Carmichael (1832 — 1912)

Extracted (with a few minor word changes and omissions) from 'Christmas Carol', collected and
translated by Alexander Carmichael, published in Carmina Gadelica: hymns and incantations
collected in the highlands and islands of Scotland in the last century, Lindisfarne Press 1992.
(Public domain).
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