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foresta spessa e viva

music by Sheena Phillips

© copyright Sheena Phillips 2002

based on Cantos 28 and 29 of Dante's Purgatorio

Dante's Purgatorio is the second of three books describing a journey through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise. 
Cantos 28 and 29 start with Dante's arrival in a beautiful sacred forest - an Earthly Paradise, and the place 
from which people would start their journey to heaven if they had not sinned.

Dante describes the forest as a place of delicate breezes, with rivers of the clearest water, and birds and 
flowers - though it is also sunless. The evocative whispered phrase "foresta spessa e viva" itself means 
"dense and vibrant (or living) forest".  Dante encounters a lady singing and she explains to him where he is.  
As he proceeds, suddenly a great light grows and he hears a sweet melody, which he gradually realises is the 
sound of a choir singing 'Hosanna'.  24 Elders and 4 beasts of the Apocalypse arrive, and also a great 
'triumph car', and other Biblical and mythical creatures and personages. The scene ends with a burst of 
thunder, and the company halts.  Dante is about to meet Beatrice - who in the story is both a real woman 
whom Dante loves and a symbol of divinity.

SSATBB, vlnc., cymbal
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for thou hast given me delight, O Lord, in thy works 
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in the work of your hands I shall rejoice
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Blessed are those whose sins are forgiven.
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