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Deep River 
 
Deep River was composed for a call for scores from the Paragon Ensemble (dir. John Harris) 
in 2002 and premiered at The Tron Bar, Glasgow, 23 September 2002. 
 
 
Deep River was originally an African-American spiritual, first transcribed and published in 
the 19th century when the Fisk Jubilee Singers toured the USA and Europe to raise funds for 
Fisk University, which had been founded after the Civil War to educate freed slaves. 
 
 
Deep river, my home is over Jordan, 
Deep river, Lord, I wanna cross over into campground. 
 
Oh don’t you want to go to that Gospel-feast, 
That Promised Land, where all is peace? 
 
  

 
 



&

?

?

&
?

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

44

44

44

44

44

Flute

Trombone

Violincello

Harp

!

˙ œ œ œ

˙ ˙b

!

!

Slow, languid

p

p

q»§º
!

œ ˙ , œ

œb œ ˙

!

!

!

œ œ .œ
Jœ

˙ ˙#

!

!

!
œ ˙ œ

˙ ˙

!

!

!

˙ œ œ œ

˙ ˙b

!

!

p

!

œ œ ˙ ,

˙b ˙

!

!

&

?

?

&
?

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

Fl.

Tbn.

Vlc.

Hp.

7 !

œ œ œ œ œ

˙ ˙b

!

!
C D Eb Fb G A Bb 

!

œ .˙ ,

˙ ˙n

Œ œb œ œ œ œ œ

!
p

jœ .œ Jœ .œb
˙ œ œ œ

˙b ˙b

œ œ œ œ Ó

!
F

p

A

P

p

œb œb œ œ .œ jœn
œ ˙ , œ

œb œ ˙

œ œ œ œ Ó

Ó œ œ Œ

œ œ œb œ œ œ

œ œ .œ Jœ

˙ ˙#
œ œ œ œ Ó

Ó œ œ œ ‰

Deep River
arr. Sheena Phillips

© Sheena Phillips 2002

tune traditional (African-American spiritual)

           
 flute, trombone, cello, harp
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