
The coral reef 
 
Follow me down to the warm ocean shallows  
Wander in gardens of crystal and stone 
Store up in memory the ridges and hollows 
Marvel at luminous creatures of bone 
Drink in the beauty, then leave it alone. 
 
Floating fishes 
Flitting fishes 
Flashing fishes 
Fidgetting and flowing in the water 
 
Shiny fishes 
Shifting fishes 
Shimmering and shooting through the water 
 
Wily fishes 
Wary fishes 
Wispy fishes 
Wavering and weaving in the water 
 
Darting fishes 
Drifting fishes 
Dithering and diving in the water 
 
Golden fishes 
Gaudy fishes 
Glittering and gleaming in the water 
 
Follow me down to the warm ocean shallows  
Wander in gardens of crystal and stone 
Gaze at the turquoise and milky magenta 
Umber and ochre and cobalt and wine 
Drink in the beauty, then leave it alone. 
 
 
 
Sheena Phillips 
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