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Where Nothing Is Needed 
 
 
Where nothing is needed, I walk like a child, 
My shadow serves as the friend I crave. 
The wind breezes out of a grove gone wild, 
And my foot is on the edge of the grave. 
 
 
Anna Akhmatova (1964) trans. Lyn Coffin 
 
 
 
Music 
  
dedicated to D.D.S. (Dmitri Shostakovich) 
 
A flame burns within her, miraculously, 
While you look, her edges crystallize. 
She alone will draw near and speak to me 
When others are afraid to meet my eyes. 
Whe was with me even in my grave 
When the last of my friends turned away, 
And she sang like the first storm heaven gave, 
Or as if flowers were having their say. 
 
 
Anna Akhmatova (1958) trans. Lyn Coffin 
 
 
 
Translations © copyright Lyn Coffin 1983  (used with permission) 
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